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OF 


T homas Buſhell , of Enſton in the 
County of Oxoz, Eſquire, 


TRULY "STATED. 


Together with his progreſſe in M;- 


nerals,and the deſires of ſevcrall Merchants 


and others that are willing and ready to 
advance ſo good a work for the 
benefit of the Nation. 


Humbly tendred to the ſerious co:.ſideration 
of the Honourable 


Houſe of CoMmons, 


{And all other perſons in Authority , whether Civill or 
Martiall, that are deſirous to advance the Tr ape of 

' 'the N aT 1 0N,ſupply the Neceſlities of the Poor,by diſcovering 
the hidden Treaſures of the Farth, preſerve the lives of many 

poore Creatures from untimely death (who now are de- 
ſtroyed in their prime tor petty Fellonies ) which 
might otherwiſe be made ſerviceabjc to the 
COMMON-WEALTH, 
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Hat: whereas the right and intereſt.in;and. to all- Mynes: 
 Roytll, which are fountains of the Treaftre of the Nation; 
| hachalwates been an undoubted and legall right belong-' 
' ingtothe Crown, and alwaies enjoyed by (everall Letters 
Patents, and Farms taken trom the Crown, and to that purpoſe in 
all grants of Lands from the Crown;the ſaid Mynes either by.ex- 
prelſe word,orelle by implication 'of Law havealwaics been excep-= 
ted and referved, for that it hath been found by experience: that 
the owners of Land , who receive a conitant profit by the Herbage 
and other fruits of the Earth aboye.ground, are ſcldome willing to 
adventure any part of their fortune for diſcovering the hid Txea- 
ſare in the bowels. of the Earth : And whereas all SubjeQts were 
zaviced and encouraged by ſeverall Proclamations from his late 
Majeſty,and his Royall Father King James,to ſpend their times and 
pains in diſcovery of the ſaid Mines. 

And I Thomas Buſhel having had many yeers relation to that great 
Secretary of Nature, the late Lord Chancellor Ba:onz and thereby 
from him learnt many ſecrets in diſcovering andextrating Mine 
ral53 and that it was not onely the harmli:| gain,and greatelt goo 
to the Common-wealth,but the principall ftudy and induſtry of the 
belt bred perſons ot other Nations, and the honourableſt improve - 
ment that this world is capable of, which was the firſt inducement 
that encouraged me to Iookatter the ſcarch thereof, being by good 
and learned Councell ſatisfied touching the legallity of thetitte,and 
alſo having found out a new way of diſcovering the concealed trea - 
ſure of the Earth, wich more certainty and lefle hazard,by means of a 
Portugal with whom 1 adviſed,and likewiſe was aſſured, that in the 
Mountains of Broomfloid, T zll:boxt,Geginan,Combmerven, & the Dar» 
ren,there was great quantities of Silver & Lead,of which Linformed 
his Majeſty,moving kim to undertake the worke; but his Majeſty, 
for ſome reaſons to himſelfe known, declined the ſame, and com- 
rend:d me(the | ady A£4dkton holding the fajd Mynes Royall in 
Wales by vertne of a Grant from King James) torbuy the ſame, and 
to take the Mynes, which I accordingly did, paying unto the Lady 
Middleton 499 1. in hand, and 4001. per annwm, during the conti- 
nuation of her interett thereingby vettue of the ſaid Grant ; having 
tirſt obtained from his ſaid Majeſty (upon my engagement to cnt 
tkrough the ſaid fve Mountains, at My own charge, by a new way 
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of diſcovery.) not onely a confirm 
formerly granted to Sir Hzgh Middleton, together with the ſeveral] 
Leaſes from the Governours, Aſſiſtants, and Society of the City of 
London,but alſo an abſolute engagement upon his Majeftics honour, 
and under his Signet and privy Seale ,. forthe performance of any 
other A& of Grace, or alliſtance,that I or my Counſcell ikoald at any 
time defire,not being detrimentall-to his Honour,or the Common. 
wealth,as by the enſuing Grant appeareth. 
CHARLES R. 


late Relation concerning your proceedings and inentions for the 
perfoCing of that great work' vappil by you begun in or County 
of Cardigan in Our Principality of Wales , concerning thoſe bopefull 
Hynes by yo diſcrorred, approving well of your beginnings, proceedingy, 
and intentions, We have thought good out of Our Royal diſpoſition, 19 the 
encouraging of you and al ſuch as ave ſludiow or indeſtrious, to ds 11 UV; 
or Our Gommonweelth profitable ſerwice , t» aſſure you by theſe Our Let- 
vers that you ſhall not onely by Our proteFion pexceably enjoy the Contra 
and bargaine by you made with the Lady Elizabeth Middleton , concer- 
ing the ſaid Mynes, with all things thereunto belonging : bat alſobe 
well aſſures that both you , your Agents, Affiſtants, or Coxdjators ſpall 
from time to 1ime have a'l the furtherance and favour We can vouchſife 
ro you or them, And for the b:tter enconraging of you to gecbeerfully and 
confidently on with the works, when your learned Cou'e.ll at the Law ſhall 
adviſe you to pray any further Alt or Atty from Us  mbereby the deſugne 
may be advanc'd,and you and your Aſſiſtants ſecured, you ſpall finae Vs 
ready to grant unto yiu any your lawfull deſires ; And in the men tim 
theſe Oar Letters ſhall be a good and ſufficient teflimmy of Our Royal in 
tentions towards you, and Our good wiſhes to the proſperity of jour under 
takings. Given at Our (rt at Whitehall under opr Signet the thre 
and twentieth day of February, in the twelfib yeer of Our Raigne, 


| T Ruſty 2vd rwelbelrord , We having taken into comfideration your 


To Ourtruſty and welbeloved Subje&and 
Servant Thomas Bufhell,Eſqu. 


1his is entred in the S7gnet Book 
23 Febr. 16236. 


Ja. Storee. 


ation of the ſaid Letters Patents, 


- And further to prevent all diliurbances which might diſcqnr 


_&firous to know what--was a Myne Royal in the fence af Law: 
enou by inc 2nd, an MA Bore [06320  Abalgd 
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my proceedings, His Majelty gave Warrant to Mr« Atturney gene 
to procced, by information jn the. Searchamber againſt «if win as 
{hould be {0 great cncnu1es rt their Country. as.to Interrupt O pub- 
liquea good. The copy of which Warrant fallowerhs. | | 
CHARLES R, ny 


Ruſty and welbeloved, We Greet y-u well, Whereas we have 14» 

| hen into'our ſerious conſideratien of what conſequence the probs - 
bility of increaſing our Mynes Reyall may prove to Us , and Our 
publiqu: weale , being diligently ſearcht into. And for the batter incou 
ragement of Our loving Subje®s and ſpeed) pay of the poore Myners; E. 
retted a Mynt in Our Caſtle of Aberutwith andiztruſted Our deſs ne 
to the ſole care and Government «of Our Servant Thomas Buſhell , whoſe 
induſtricus proceedings We ſo well like and approve of, that Our reſolution 
js abſolutely bent to further #he proſecution of bir endeavcurs on Our behalf, 
for the perfeQing ſo good and pious 8 work : As We will and Command 
30# that you take ſpreiall care , that you fpredily proceed in. Our Court of 
Starchamber againſt ſuch malicious perſons x have, or doe gre ahout, not 
onely tos Eclypſe Our Prerogative in Myneralls, and ſo fruſtrate Our 
Princely Þ leaſuere in a Common goad,, for the benefit of their own private 
ends, by endeavonring to make thoſe Mynes theirs,mobich bold Sthuer worth 
the refyning,and of Right belonging unto Vs; But alſo ſuch perſans as have 
of late praltifed Combinations of Affronts againſt thoſe intryſted by Us, 
and Our Mynes Royall ts Oar diſhonour, As by the Certificates bereun- 


10 anvextd will infarme you; Authorizing you likewiſe far the rn os 


lating of unruly AMdyners covpl tined of; todraw mp a Warrant for a Wan - 
Fen, les fit Fl OurRoyall fignatawre , that We may be troubled ws fur- 
ther. And rhis ſpall be yeur ſpecial Farr ent. Gizen at Our Cont at 
Whitehall this ſcyen end twentieth dey of Febr. 1638s. | 

To Our Truſty and welbeloved Sir Zahn -t  _ __ . 
.,.- Pavks Knight, QurAtturney Generally | - 1 15, 

37 orSir:/Edward Latthton Night: Oun EQ %00 200.661) 

_ Sollicor Generall, © + Fr” Os 

By vertue of which Grants fram' his Majdſty,l being intereſſed:i 
ſame of the Mynes Royall in F aks,Denor,-andCommell, and Beg 


obtained the opinion of divers learned men in the Law,whs deela. 
red their judgements therein, as followeth. 

©" The Declaration of learned Lamyers,what a Myne Royal is, \ | 

REC da according to former Preſidents. : oy 
| Although the Gold or Silver contained inthe baſe Mettall of a 
; tif Mynein the Land of a Subjet,be of leffe value chin the baſer Mettal; 
18 yer if the Gould or SiJverdoe countervaile the charge of the refining, 
| orbeof more. worth then the bafe Mettal ipent 11 rghining ic, [this 
is a Mync Royall,andas we)l the baſe Metall as the Gold and Siver 
'" in it,belong by Prerogartive to the.Crown..  *_ 5 | 
's Sir Ralph Whitfield, his Ma'ellies. | Fob Glanuill, Serjeant. 
Serjeant at Law. Fobn Wilde, Serjeant. 


| Sir Edward Herbert, Attourney-+ | | Rich Creſſwel,Serjeant. 
:. ..- Generall.: '- - | Orlando Brid;man,the Princes 
[| _ - Oliver $t.Fohn Sollicitor. .  } - - Sollicitor. _ 
' Robert Holborn. Is6hn Glinne. Inhn G:'over, 
| Tohn Hern. Cb wrls Fulwod. Wiliam El;s. 
Ed.Bagſhaw. Harbottle Grimſton. Thbo.Culpepp:r. 
' Tho. Lane: ©  Tobn Fhbite, _ 7 Googwin. 
© Rich. Kinge © George Peard, William $ mdford... 
* Edmund Pridzaux.  Tvbn Franklin.  Tobn George, . © 
- Toby Maynard. Richard Weſton. fames Haward. 
Edward Hides ; | 


a Hat ſhortlyafter-my firſt entrancenpon the M byuck in Wale, 


deluge of water then happening, whereby my -underta- 
\ © King became unlikely in the judgement of others, to pro- 
Wl | duce any good efteCt, either to my ſelfe, or the Nation , that | 

q1 | was by my friends pittied ,, and-by my foes langhed at; ſo that 
Bll! ! had I not duly conſidered the-Juſtice of the undertaking in reſpe& 


lity in reſpect of wy felt, meeting with ſo many diſcouragements 
had certainly delitted :but God;who is the Author and-Finiſher of 
all juſt undertakings, ſapported:me under, and ca rryed me through 


recovering of the ſaid decayed Mynes , by the continued mainte- 
nance 
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© there'were drowned' $0. plumps,: by reaſon of a great | 


(Hh | | of God, the honour in'reſpefof my Conttey , and thepoflibi. 


"that great work '3' andatternigh'four years night an d.day ſpent in 
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"  nince- and .indaftry of five banded Familits, and the -expence of 
about 70001. as a reward of my hazard, expence and labour, 
brought mie. to reap the harveſt of my hope, with diſcovering far 
diſtant by the Art ot dyalling, where the Veines of Silver and Lead 
Ore ſprang at the ſuperficious of the Rocks,” from the old Works in 
new places,. which the malice or ignorance of ſome, that knowes 
not the generation of Mettals, nor the Jargeneſle of their extent in 
creation,of depth and !ength,for mans uſe and Gods glory, would 
needs affirme that it was a new worke . and not a branch of the old 
Myne,formerly'delerted through the ſaid deluge of water; which, 
to confare their incredaliry therein,] have been at 10000-1i. charge, 
for tothred the ſuppoſed new Myne to the old worke, that others 
of my profelſion might as well be verſt in the myſtery of Myning, 
andencouraged therein , when all other hopes are fruitrated of re- 
] ceiving . profit from their deeper {earch tor Mynerall treaſure, as1I . 
was alſured of the truth by the aforeſaid L:Chancellor Bacoz,and.a 
Poitugals deſcription of ſuch a Mynerall experiment. '_ 

Having madethe diſcovery as aforeſaid, and b ing fatisfied in 
theLegality of my undertaking in reſpe& of man, ] endeavored 
to proceed therein according to the Law ofGod, ſtriving to do 
unto others as I wonld they ſhould do unto. me. In order wheres 
anto (having diſcovered a branch that iſſued from the old M 
(atthe mountain of Gegizaz ) I at the generall Afſize held for the 
County of Cardigan ( Judge Turner being on the Bench): publickly 
propounded unto the Gentry and Freeholders of the faid Connty, 
being Owners of the Herbage , Thar it any of them would Cby 


> | myexample) adventureto diſcover the concealed Treaſure in any 
d Herbage , belonging unto them , at their own charge,  theyſhould 
[* ( although the Grant was particular to me from his Majelty.) en« 
” joy the bencfit of my Grant and Mint, for their encouragement 
1 therein ; But if they did. ( in reſpe& of the great charge and 
hazard) decline the ſame , That then, if afterward my endeavours 


, were cround, beyond. preſent probability or; expeRatian,, they 


i would notenyy or repine at that bleſſing which Gods providence as 
ts a reward of my labours, beſtowed upon me : Further adding, 
of Thar it, inthe proſecution of the ſaid work , Imight commitany 
a Trefpaſſe upon the Herbage of any Gentleman, or others , Iwould 


in give ſuch anſwerable (atisfaftion as ſhould by the next Juſtice of 
9-2 PE Peace: 


which hath been provedupon a full Hearing chjs Parliament. : 


not caſt about how to hide, but to improve my Talent tor the good 


 ©'d Mynes wrought by the Romans,(viz.) at the Mountains called 


. the caſualties of damps, and drowning , by preſerving a conſ:int 
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Peace be judged double to the damage ſuſtained by ny treſpafſy iT 
thereupon : which promiſe I have conttantly pertormed ever fince + 


my firtt undertaking : The Mynes mo'i commonly beingdiſcove- } 
red in ſuch Grounds as are worth not abovethree pence per Acre, p 


But to proceed. . 1 
Having by the mercy of God raiſed aconſiderable benefit, T did 


of my Native Country, which my gracious Maker had beſtowed: 


As an evidence whereof I improved my ability for the recoveringof | 


ſeverall drowned Mynes,and diſcovering other new branches of the 


Tall:bont, Broom floid Combmervin, Geginan,Commuſtwith, Comſum: 
Lock and the Beacon hi] of the Daren ; by which means Trade was 
greatly encrealed the Common wealth inriched, and many thou: 
ſands of poorpeople relieved. - © 33--f..: Þ © 240M 
T applyed my felfro finde out ſome more facile, lefle chargeable, | 
and more expeditious way, (not only to diſcover new, bur, tore: 
cover the old decayed Myncs. In order whereunto 1 contriv:da 
way of Addits, cutting level] throngh the Joweſt part of the Monn- © 
tain, (and notbeginning atthetop, and finzing downward,) 
whereby the work was made more profitable , and lefſe ſubje&to 


water courſe , which was extream incident to the other wayof 
myning , whereby moſt commonly the Myners were drowned 
out before they conld attain half the riches of the Myne; and alfo 
ayoyding the tedicus and chargeable ſinking of air-ſhafts, by cor- 
veying Ur through the Mountain many hundred Fathoms , with 
Pipe and Bellows, away never before uſed by any undertakers, but 
now approved by all. And becauſe I found that the wood ofthe 
Countrey was exceedingly waſted, by extrafting the ſaid M inerals; 
and that it could not be poſlible to afford ſiifficient ſapply ,-orffit 
did,it nwuſt be acſath a rate 8s would devour the greateſt part ofthe 
gain, beſides the prejudicethat would redoutid to the Cotntrey v 
the decay of Wood, being forc't touſe fuch great quantities thereof; 
I made tryal of many expenſive conclulions,and ceaſed not till Ihad 
contrived a way to fmake the defefts of the Valley anſwer the fer- 
tile Mountain,by a ſppply of faelt'; fo that with Turfand _— 
os 5, ar 
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s 3 charked, 1] have and doe refine the Silver and Lead wichour Wood 


and Charcoale, by which means the undertaking is of much more 
advantage as well to the Commonwealth as to the perſons ingaged 
in the proſecution thereof, | : 

His latc Majeſty having received ſufficient teſtimony ofbche Pre- 
miles, and being ſenſible of the great good that was like farther to 
redoundeo the Nation, by my charge and indaftry, for my better 
inconrapement,and to the e1d chat others mightbe induced to joyn 
in a'ilting me in a worke, conducing ſo much to a generall good; 
and in purſuance of his promiſe madeat my entry thereupon in the 
year 1636. did, by and with the advice of his Privy Conncel,grant 
the Impoſt and Cultoms of all Lead that ſhould be tranfported out 
of En:land and Wales, for the Rent of 60001. ' per annum, to 
be paid by me to His Majefty, his Heirs, 8c. for-21 years : giving 
me allo full power to deduQ out of theſaid Rent all ſuch ſumsof 
money as I had formly disvuri for his ſervice, wich'81. per Cent. for 


 theforbearance thereot. 


His Maieſty ſceming to be convinced by his Councel at a full 
debate: That it was much better that I ſhonldenjoy the Cuſtoms. 
for a certain Rent (though happily ( ſome years ) beneath the 
valuechereof) for that by ory charge and induſtry the ſtaple Com- 
modity of the Nation would be greatly encreaſed 3 fo that if I, 
by. the diſcovery of the concealed Treaſure got 1091. the Com- 
m2n-wealth wou!d gain 1000 1. by the advancement of Trade, in 
reſpe& of exportation and Importation, then that the ſaid cuſtoms 
ſhould be trufted to the generall Farmers or Colle&ors, who could: 
adde nothing to that Nationall work ( unlefle ic were diſcoarage- 
ment to me and my fellow undertakers; ) and alſo that theGrant 
of the ſaid Cuſtoms could not be leffe then 21 years, for that no 
man could be encouraged otherwiſe to adventure his eſtate in the 
promotion thereof, ſince a (hort Leaſe would be expired before a: 
man could poffibly obtain the fruit of his charge and hazard, a' 
dozen yeares being many times ſpent before a Myne could be at- 
tained. | 

Burt in the unhappy difference betweene the King and Parliament 
I'was forced by the power of the Parliaments Army, and neceſ- 
fitated to retire my ſelfe into the INand of Lundy , of which His: 
Majeſty made me Governour, where I remained peaceably , wich- 

| our- 


with the Parliament , that he may be reſtored to bis Intereſt in the 
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| Die Sabbati, 12 Tanuary, 1645. 
' At the Committee of both Kingdoms at Darby houle. 
Ft is Ordered, That a Propoſition be m1: to Mr. Bufhell, That if he 
w3ll deliver up the Tfle of Landy this Committee will uſe their endeavors 


Silke 

Mynes. | 

GualrTrtrkrR FROST Secretary to 
the ſame Committee, _ 


- 


| Together with which Order his'Excellency ſent a ſafe Condutt 
for me to come to the Head Quarters to treat with the Lord Say, or 
with ſuch as he ſhould appoine touching the ſaid Propoſition made 
by the ſaid Committee, Some moneths after the ſaid Committee 
ſent another Order, thereby promiling their Endevours to thePar- 
liament , for the taking off the Delinquency of the Souldiers that 
were with me in Landy, &c. 
Aﬀer receipt whereof ( having brit obtained his Majelties con- 
ſent for the Reſignation thereof ,) I informed my Lord Sayby 
Letter , That I could willingly yeeld obedience to the ſaid Orders, 


if the {ight thereof would relieve my loſſes, or cancel] my Obligati- 


ons 3 But ſince I conld receive neither ſatisfaQion or ſecarityby 
thoſe, Ipropoſed, That the Henorable Committee of both King- 
doms would be pleaſed ro procure the reſtitu. jon of my eſtate with 
all other immunities chereunto belonging by an Ordinance of Par 
liament, that thereby I might be enabled to pay my debts, andpro- 
ſecute that publike employment which I had formerly undertaken, 
and that before my Surrender thereof, otherwiſe I ſhould be cone 
ſtrained toretain it as the refage of my fortune, &c. | 
Many Meſlages,Letters and Replies paſſed for ſome months about 
the Surrender thereof, atter which it pleaſed the honorable P arlia- 
ment to grant my deſire, as appears by the enſaing Order. 


Die Sabbati, 10 July, 1647. 
Ordered by the Lords and Commons aſiembled in Parliament,That up 


01 the delivery up of the Ffle of Lundy to the Lor4Viſcoun Say and Seal, 
| af 


ont doing prejudice to any , untill the Lord Generall in his lets | 
bearing darethe'S of April, 1646. ſent ineby a Drummer this fol. 
lowing Ordec. ht, 


—_—— ELD. ery Mp oe I 
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That ſince his late Majeſty, in purſuance of his ſaid promiſe made 
at my entrance upon the Mints in the year 1636, being convinced 
by his Councel at a full debate: That it was much better thac I 
ſhoulden'oy the Cuitoms for a certain Rent(though happily(ſume 
years} beneath the value thereof) for that by my charge and indu- 


fry the itaple Commodity of the Nativn would be greatly encre 


ſed 3; ſothatifl, by the diſcovery of the concealed Treaſure, got 
4, |. the Nation would gain 1000 |.by the advancement of Trade, 
in reſp:& of exportation and Importacton,then that the ſaid cuſtoms 
ſhould be trufted'in common to Farmers or Colledors, who could 
add? nothing to that Nationall work ( unleſfe ic were diſcourage- 
ment to me and my fellow undertakers; ) and alſo that theGrant 
of the ſaid Cuſtoms could not be lefle then 21 years, for that no 
man could be cncouraged otherwiſe to adventure his eſtate in the 
promotion thereof, 1ince a ſhort Leaſe would be expired before a 
man could poflibly obtain the fruit of his charge and hazard,a dozen 
yeares bring many times ſpent before a Myne could be attained: for 
theſe and che other reaſons before ſpecihed, his Majeſty was pleafed 
to ſever tl.c ſaid Cuſtom of Lead from the great Farm, and to grant 
the ſame to me and my Alligns for the term of twenty one years, for 
theRent of 6000 1. per annum, giving me power thereby to dedu& 
out of the ſaid Rent, all ſuch ſums of money as [ had formerly dif- 
burſed for his ſervice, with an allowance of 8 |. per cent. for the for- 
bearance thereof,as by the ſaid Grant appeareth: By vertue of which 
Grant, as by my Councelllam adviſed, 1 have a legal' intereſt in 
the ſaid Cultoins during that term. ers 
And foraſmuch as the Cuitom , which formerly was 2 .1.:8, s. pr 
Fodder, hath been by the Parliament,for the good'of the Connnon- 
wealth reduced to 20 s. per Fodder 3 And for thac the quantity of 
Lead now tranſported , is nothing near ſo much as was thip'd and 
tranſported formerly, as by the certiticate of Cuſtoms annexed ma 
appear: That therefore, althcugh 1 might juſtly claim che benefit. of 
the ſaid Grant from His Majeſty by vertue of the former recited Or- 
der of Parliament, which proyidcth, that I ſhould upon the perfor- 
mance of the Conditions therein ſpecitied , be reſtored to all ny E- 
ſtate, with (uch-righras1, or my Aiſigns, had, or ought to have had, 


i the Mines, &c. Yet declining my Intereſt herein, by vertue of the 


ſaid 


faid Grant , 1 humbly ſibmiemy feIfto the | 
ment, not doubting theirreadineſſe to give all juſt encenragement | 
to my-endeavors, which ſhall tend onely to the advancement of the | 
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vanced, That therefore I may be permitted to farme the ſaid Cys 
ftoms of Lead, for the term of years aboveſaid, paying 25001 pwr 


annum for the ſame; which according to thedue computationof the | 

antities of Lead tranſported for two ſeven years Jaft paft | 
Cabatiop the reducement of the Cuſtoms by the Parltament,from 2þ ] 
8s. per Fodder, to 20s. per Fodder , together with the deduQions | 
andallowance of the charge of the Colke&ion thereof, whichs | 


mounted'to above 1000 |. per amnums) as a Rent ſufficiently propor. 
tionable, a8by the Certificates from the Farmers and Commiſſioe 
ners, who by order of theCommittee of the Navy have examined 


and'certified the ſame, may fully appear ; theſubſtance of which cer | 


tificates, for better ſatisfa&ion, are here inſerted. 
Is apprareth by the Certificate frone the F armerr of the 


Cuftonrberewith preſented, that there was tranſported in An. | 


163 4 end from thence till the end of the year 1640. ( being | 
ſeven _yearr)' 40772 Fodderr, three quarter of Lesd. andno| 
more. For which, if there had beenreceived C as the Book of 
Rater now allows): onely 20s. per Fetd:r, the Cuſtoms of 
Lead for. theſe ſeven years , wonld then bave anenunted wato| 
40772 15.90, d. | oy 
Which being divided into ſeven parts, it appeareth that the | 1586 
Cuſtom: did yeeld yearly.- hes wm dere eeonoeneg OOO 
It appeareth alſo by the ſaid Certifbcater , that in theyear | 
1641-41 to dhe end of the year 1646: (being fix yeart , there | 
was tranſported 25 483. Fodders and s quarter of Lead, and [ 
wo mere For which, if there had bees received onely 20 $. per | 
Fodder, tbe Cuſtoms for thoſe Jocyeare, wonldhbave amoxnted | 
arte 25483 |.5 S- which being divided into fix parts, it ap-| 


peareth that rhe Cuſtoms did for that time yeeld yearly (beſides | | W | | | 
| abowe 6 rmentieth part thed payer double Cuſtoms) ———— J 4247-4 
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much. as by my charge, vaſt expence and hazard(be | 
ing thereby damnified many thouſands of pounds) the Trade of | 
Lead being a Staple Commodity, hath been, and is likely to be ad: _ 


at - 


s. & 
136 


. 6.0. 


I may bepermitted to enjoy the Lead and Oar 
Cuftom-free , which 1 already have, or hereafter ſhall (at my 


diſcover out of new;Mynes, or ſach as have been drowned and 


diſcerted for many Ages : And to the end that a work of ſtich 
| Nationall advantage may notbe retarded, nor my ſelf and other 
| | undertakers diſcouraged; but rather , by all juſt wayes and'means 


enabled to proſecute and carry on the ſame: I farther humbly pro- 
poſe, Thar for the future, the Parliament would be pleaſed to Or- 


- dain, Thatall perſons convifted of my Felonies may beemployed 
c 


inthe ſaid Mynes , giving ſufficient ſecurity for their true ſervice 


therein , untill ſuch time be exſpired as ſhall be adjudged meet for 
| theexpiation of their Crimes ; by which means1 conceive many 


poor Creatures will not onely be preſerved from untimely death, 
and removed from their idle company, but being forcedto work,be 
made ſerviceable to the Comman-wealth, and ſenſible of their own 
follies; the charge greatly leflned to thoſe who venture their for- 
tunes inthe ſaid undertakings;for the reaſons following : 


1 V V Hereas it hath been the caſtom'in all Kingdoms , States 


Y and Commonwealths, where Mines are hapily diſcove- 
red to give all encouragement to Miners and Adventures In Mine- 
rall Works,by the Grant of ſeverall Chareers, Franchifes, and Priz 
viledges, whereby they might the more diligently attend:the fame 3 


 andin purfaance thereof ſo tobe governed and orderedunder a 
particular juriſdition in all places ; as Georgius eAgricols,who was 
the moſt expert Mineralift of theſe latter Ages, and himſclfeKing 


of the Mines of all Germany, doth teſtifie and affirm; as the Stane- 
ries heretofore in England in ſome ſort were. And whereas the late 
King Tamer, who was-truly ſtiled, The King of peave , avid niirror of 
mercy, was graciouſly pleaſed - for ſaving the Lives of ſuch Male- 
fators as were condenmed to Death by the Law for Petry Felonies, 
being fuch as were not any Scandall tothe Church or State, nor 


| hadimbrued their hands in blood, to'admir their Tranſportation 
| bythe Exft India and Virginia Companies , for their fartheranceof 
Plantations: In which aKion he did alſo caſt his eyes upon the war« 


B2 rantable 
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7 - ame, that then 


I 
' own colt, or the charges of fuch as ſhall adventure with me?) 
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rantable proceedings 

in the like kinde; as the late Queen Eliz. who built certain Galley 
of purpoſe for imployment of ſuch'kind of Offendors,of ſtrong ang 
able bodies, as might attend her memorable deſigns at Sea,eſpecia]. 
ly upon all ſudden andrefolate Enterprizes,it being the nſnall Way 
and courſe not onely of the ancient Romans, to adjudee perſon 
condemned fornotoriops crimes to work in the mettal! Mines, bir 
alſo of other Chrii:ian Princes , .as the King of Sp +77 both for the 
ſupply of his-Galleys again/t the Tu-bs and Mor: , and eſpecially 
for the Enlargzment of his I-431an Mines of Gold , Silver , Quick 
{iIver. andthe like : and his Conqueſlts of Xfalacer, Graz Ormw, ang. 
wther rich and populons Iilands ; The King of Frarc:, forhis 
Galleys of Marſellis ; The State of Venice ; The Duke Forence, who 
by ſuch kinde of ſaved Offendors built Ligorn Cone of the moſt fa 
mousSea Parts within the S2-a2:s.) In all which States and Services 
divers.of theſe MalefaQtors, by good encouragement, have ſought 
not ſo much by ſurviving. as by their incredible Labors, effiRing 
matters otherwiſe held invincible, to obliter2te their former Igno- 
mies by merit of Reward. And whereas in this Commonwealth 
too many ſach Otfendors are moſt untimely cut off, in thcirbelt 
abilities of Service z ſo there is-m-ans of employment for ſuch per 
ſons, to redeem-their loft Reputation, by endeavoring to do faith» 
full Service for their Countrys honour, and the Commonwealths 
good, in the happy work of diſcovering Minerals out of the barren 
Rocks: My humble Suit therefore is , That you would be pleaſed, 
out ofall thele weighty conſiderations, and beneficiall conſequene 
ces, tending {o much to the good of the Commonwealth, to grant 
mepower for the chooling of ſuch ſeverall perſons out of the Pri- 
fons in this Nation, as are and ſhall be condemned for ſmall Of- 


fences , and of able ſerviceable bodies, by the approbation of the | 


Judges; asſhall implore your mercy , to be imployed by me in the 
works of the Mines Royall , they giving ſecurity for their good 
behaviour, with ſuch limitation of time , and allowance for their 
ſuſtentation , as to your Wiſdoms ſhall be thought fit ; that by 
their dutitull and laborious performance therein , they may after- 


wards come into the happineſſe of your Pardon for their former 


Offences. . ; 
aloe Ern Thus 


and prefidetits of other moſt famons Prince 


—_ _— — woods & ON woke juan... 


 Thas having given you a p:rte& Narrative of my Riſe, Crowth, 
and Progretle in this common ood ; together with the ſum of ny 
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deſires , as matter of encouragement in the further proſeention 

thereof, 1 will onely ade ſome tew particalars to maniteii the ad- 

vantage that would by the faid Grant, redownd immediately there= 

upan, to th? Honour and Profit of the Nation, and then leave the 

premilcs to the ierious conkderation of the Partiament,& all others 
that dziire to further a work of fuch puvlique concernment. 
| | As. for exaPÞ/e. 48 | 

1. lf inthree or four thouſand FTuns of Lead yeerly raiſed, (which 


for ſome yeeres lait pait havebeen, and now is) the Trade and Cu- 


ſomes both by Tranſportation and Importation , be keptup and 
encreaſed ro many thouſand pounds profit ycerly, then it nuitbe 
inferred (and cannot be dented) Thar it double and treble the quan- 
tity be 10 raiſed , by the charge and praftice of my felte and fellow- 
undertakers, The relule thereot muit of ' neceſſity be equivalent, and 
encrea{e the value of the Cuſtoms imported 3 whereby the Nation 
is advantaged, and the Adventurers encouraged. 
| delire to propound this Quzre, Whether 
2. If the concealed riches of our Nation fo diſcovered (with lefſe 


| dangerand greater honour} be not much more advantagious- for 


the inhabitants to ſeek them {by Gods providence) at home , then 
to imbark their thoughts and Eftates upon the hopes 'of Forraign 
parts to cnrich themſelves , by advancing the Trade of another 
Countrey, fince by the pradtique experience of a private man, the 
generall Charge of a Miners profeſſion is rednced to halt the valne 
of former disvurſments, and as much more certainty in the way of 
diſcoveries. ek 

| Tho. Bufhell. 

Theſe conſiderations, and my late prattique experience at Comb« 
martin in Devon, did not onely invite the worthy Merchants of 
Barnſtable and Bydiffard to write this enſuing Letter unto me, for 
Tranſporting all my Lead and Oar Fraight-free in ſtead of Bal- 
laſt ; but alſo divers other Merchants, by their good example, were 
induced to adventure upon my having a Farm of the Cuftoms, 
according to the proportion of my Rent abovementioned , the 
feverall-ſqms hereatter exprefſed,as toa publique work,and in hope 
of enciching theraſelvesby the ſame providence. ka 

ae SIR, 
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thoſe deſerted Works at Combmartin for the publique good of 
our Countrey: And whereas you are interefſed in the Mynes of 

Wales,which furniſh you both with Lead and Lead-Oar, Theſe ax 
to requeſt you , to be pleaſed to make this our Harbour partaker of 
the Benefits may proceed therein, and what we buy not from you 
for ready moneys, we ihall be ready to tranſport for you Fraight- 
free inſtead of Ballaſt, yon rendring it aboard to all ſuch Ports, as 


our Veſſels ſhall commerce withall : In fo doing , we ſuppoſe the | 


reſult thereof will more properly conduce to your hopefull procee- 
dings in thefaid works of Combmartin , which we with all happy 
ſacceſſe, and remain 


Your Loving friends, 
Barnſtable 6 OQob.1648., 
Richard Harris. | TIohn Down. 
William Leigh. Walter Tucker. 
George Sburt. R. Flemming. 
Robert Dexnic. Richard Medford. 
Toba Tucker. William Wood. 
Thomas Horwoed. Francis Newton. 
Axtbony Benny. | Edward Flemming. 
- William P al mere Tho.Cox. 
Lyonel Becher, Nathaniel Fifberleigh. 
Richard Harris. | . Robert Frayn. 
William Nottel. 


WA Hereas Thomes Buſbel Efquire,Farmer of the m_ Royall, 
| a 


is willing and ready to adyentare his pains,and a great part 


of his Eftate,in diſcovering of the deſerted Mynes of Eombmertinin 


Devoxſhire, and in cutting through divers Mountains in ale, or 

elſewhere in Darbifdire, for the diſcovering of Silver and Lead 

Mynes. And whereas by his Relation, he is in good hopes that he 

ſhall get an a& of Parliament freeing the ſaid Mines, fo to bediſco- 

vered and recovered, from payment of any Cuſtoms for twenty one 

yeeres, or elſe that he ſhall become Tenantto all the Cm ba 
| | ng 


7 Buglord and PV ales, at fach a Rent as they.are now worth, for 


which he harh already Letters Patents from his'Majefty: Now for 
chat the ſaid Thomas Bruſhe?, doubting his owne Eftate wilt not be 


ſufficient to gothroagh with, and'/perfed theſe chargeable Adven- 


tures; and being contented to-admit of fuch perfonsas wilt adven- 
cure with him in the Mynes ,to have aproportionable charge of the 
profits thereof Cuſtome free. We whoſe Names are hereunder 
written, being defirous to forward the: publique good of this 


Kingdom, and hoping ( by Gods Providence) to-gain profit to. 


our ſelves, do hereby deelare, That fo foon as the ſaid Mr. Bufbell 
fhall by an A& of Parliament have the faid Cuſtoms granted unto 
him, we wil eachof us according to ourſeverall Subſcriptions, 
lay down and pay the faid ſeveral! ſummes of money, to be im- 
ployed by the faid Mr Bufbel in the ſaid Mines as aforeſaid ; to the 
end we may havea proportionable ſhare of the profits arifing byAd- 
ventares,as aforeſaid. 

We whoſe Names areunderwritten, will adventure in the bufi- 
nelle aboveſpid, as followeth : 


Martin I-fferſon B8ooli. | George Goodman 3ooli, 
VV illiam Parkburſt 3ooli. | James Ingram 300 li. 
Timothy Lumms +Fooli. | Robert Adees  $oolhi. 
Francis. Otley 50O I&® þ Henry Archtbold 300ts 
Henry Seley co0 li» | Edmund Goodjer 506 li. 


Many others have profered and promiled to adventure, if the 
Cuſtoms be grande a deſired. | Ea, 
Which publique Service was likewiſe a great motive to his Excel- 


lency , and the Lord Viſcount Say and Seal, to dire&theLetter of 


Requeſt, at followeth : 


Ts the Honourable William Lenthal Efg. Speaker of the 
 _ Homourable Houſe of Commons. 
Mr Speaker, 


formerly granted ſafe condut unto Thomas Buſbel Eſquire, 
who had the command of the Iile of Landy , ro come hi- 
ther to Treat concerning the ſurrender of that place , and 
he like a Gcntleman truly performed on his part ſach Articles: 


a8 wereagreed on 3 ſince which time he hath been very indu- - 


ſirious in finding out of Lead. Mines, which are like to Progr 
, g0 , 


"Dh Fo Ce IE HIT pd” 4 POE 0 WTF. 4 
— x —_ 
HE OE PS) FX ; 7 TOES OR ET FL 


wax. hots EEEIENT | _ 
nad Pe , PE WE Þ-. _ 4.4 ESO 
: / YI x 44 4 —m my 
A " . p i. Cl i. > ACIES 
do td 


Wo , 3338. On a-F GET OINY 7 


good quantities'of Silver, proof whereof you may pleaſe to ſee,and } 
Will |. - having ſeen a Letter under the hands of the Merchants of Barnſtg. 
W.! | ie, to further his endeavors tor the publique 5 1 could not but our 
10'! of a ſence 1 have the generall good will be exceeding)y advantaged 
| 11= by the way othis induiiry.humbly offer itas a requelt of mine, T hat 
ll |. Mr.B/ſvel may have tor his better incouragement,yourbell allittance 
if | in reſtoring him to all his Eſtate, according to mine agrecment,and 
[Nr the Order of both houſes, dated the Tenth of Tzly, 1647. And al- 
| | I though by that agreement and Order, he humbly conceives he may 
|  Jalily claim the Cultomsot Lead of Exgland and Wales, at ſuch Rent 
as the ſame were formerly granted him by Letters Pattents from 
WE His Majeſty under the Great-Seal tor a good Termof years unexpi. 
IF red, yet he hath been , and ſtill is contented to decline that claime, | 
I: and ſubmit to ſuch a reaſonable Rent for the ſame, as the Commit- 
ll tee of the Revenue ſhall propoſe ; And in purſuance hereof, the then 
= Farmors of the Cuitomes have by Order of the ſaid Conimittce of 
" * theNavy (aslaminformed_) returned a certificate , wherevy the 
bi true values of the ſaid Culioms of Lead may appear ; I have there- 
torethought fit, humbly to recommend the ſaid Certificate, toe 
ther with the Petition of the Myners of Perby-ſhire and Devon, and 
his Propolitions for the publique good; Ind make it my requett that 
he may ſpecdily Farm the ſaid Cultonis of Lead, during the timeof 
his former Grant, whereby his adventures for diſcovering Minerals, 
$130 and recovering the deſerted works of this Kingdon!, may be incous 
Hl ragedtoJjoyn with him in ſo common a good, leaſt hee be inforced 
0/108 to leave this Realm, and ſo good a walk periſh by his abſence: For 
Ts TRL | truly Sir, this laſt diſcovery of his in the County of Dev», with the 
BER . port of other his proceedings, hath almoit perſwaded him to be- 
comean Adyenturer ; Who remains, 


CD > —_ —_ 


| Fig! En Dmeenſireet 14. - _-  Yourhumble Servant, 
| 1431188 M.riii, 1648. Txa'Faimras 


